New Jersey DEP joins Jersey City in seeking intervenor status in process to decide on Spectra's bid to expand gas pipeline through Bayonne, Jersey City and offshore Hoboken - NJ.com
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The state Department of Environmental Protection has joined Jersey City
Mayor Jerramiah Healy in filing for intervenor status in the proposed Spectra
pipeline expansion.

The state wanted to make sure it's "at the table" as a participant as the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission decides whether to grant Spectra's
request to expand its gas pipeline for 15.5 miles through parts of Jersey City,
Bayonne and offshore Hoboken.

"We didn't side on this, but we wanted to be there," said DEP Press Director
Larry Ragonese.

Officials and entities granted "intervenor status" by FERC are permitted to
challenge the commission's decision with a U.S. Appeals Court.

Spectra Energy spokeswoman Marylee Hanley said Spectra anticipated DEP
would file for intervenor status. DEP's and Healy's interventions "protect the
rights of divergent interest groups" and allow them to have a voice in the final
approval process, Hanley said.
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"It is through dialogue such as this that we will ensure that our application
meets the needs of the citizens of New Jersey," she said.
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